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Examiner: Tuan T. Dinh 



ELECTION AND TRAVERSAL OF RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Dear Sir: 



ELECTION 



The Examiner stated that "restriction to one of the following inventions is required 
under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-12, drawn to a system for reducing apparent height of a board 
system, classified in class 361, subclass 761 classified in class 702. 
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II. Claims 13-19, drawn to a method for reduting apparent height of aboard 
system, classified in class 29, subclass 840." 
Applicant hereby elects Invention I for examination. 

REMARKS 

Applicant respectfully traverses the restriction requirement. The Examiner stated in 

section 1 of the Office Action that: 

Inventions II and I are related as process of making and product made. The 
inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) 
that the process as claimed can be used to make other and materially 
different product or (2) that the product as claimed can be made by another 
and materially different process (MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the instant case the 
method can be made in different processes such as adhering, etching, or 
coating instead of soldering a carrier to a PCB by using a solder material. 

Applicant respectfully points out an ambiguity in this reasoning. The Examiner 
confuses methods and products in stating that "the method can be made." Methods are 
performed, and products are made. Thus, in attempting to distinguish the method and the 
product, the Examiner convolutes the standard for methods and products. Applicant 
believes that the Examiner is saying that the product can be made by different processes, 
such as "adhering, etching, or coating." 

Applicant respectfully traverses this assertion. The product cannot be made by 
different processes, such as "adhering, etching, or coating." Admittedly, these processes 
could be performed on a device used in conjunction with the invention, but they could not 
replace the soldier material. Each of the independent claims listed in Invention I, claims 1 
and 9-12, recite "a solder material soldering. . ." Thus, a soldering step is necessary to make 
the products claimed in each of claims 1 and 9-12 and all those claims depending 
therefrom. 

Alternatively, if the Examiner is saying that the process can be used to "make other 
and materially different product," Applicant respectfully traverses this assertion. The only 
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independent claim listed in Invention II, claim 13, recites "soldering the carrier..." 
Therefore, the process as claimed requires a soldering step and a soldering material. 
Certainly, other steps may be performed in producing an end product, but that end product 
will include the product of Invention I if the process of Invention II is performed. 

In addition to traversing the restriction requirement, Applicant respectfully asserts 
that claims 1-12 are now in condition for allowance. 

CONCLUSION 

In sum, applicant has elected Invention I for examination and traversed the 
restriction requirement. Applicant respectfully asserts that the commonality of solder 
material and a soldering step between Invention I and Invention II cannot be circumvented 
by "adhering, etching, or coating instead of soldering." 

Respectfully submitted November 25, 2002. Please address any questions or 
comments to the undersigned. 
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Inventor: Paul A. Martinez 



Number of pages including cover sheet: 8 



MESSAGE 

Dear Mr. Dinh, 



Please find the attached Election and Traversal of Restriction Requirement 
originally faxed November 25, 2002. Additionally, the fax confirmation from the 
November 25 th fax is included. 
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